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Preface

As an additional resource to help school divisions develop curricula aligned to the 1995 Standards of Learning, the Virginia Department of
Education has developed sample scope and sequence documents for English, mathematics, and science in kindergarten through grade eight
and in core high school courses.  These sample documents provide guidance on how the essential knowledge, skills, and processes that are
identified in the Standards of Learning and the Standards of Learning Teacher Resource Guides may be introduced to students in a logical,
sequential, and meaningful manner.

These sample scope and sequence documents are intended to serve as general guides to help teachers and curriculum developers align their
curricula and instruction to support the Standards of Learning.  Each sample document is organized around specific topics to help teachers
present information in an organized, articulated manner.  Also included are correlations to the Standards of Learning for that curricular area
for a particular grade level or course, as well as ideas for classroom assessments and teaching resources.

The sample scope and sequence documents are not intended to prescribe how curriculum should be developed or how instruction should be
delivered.  Instead, they provide examples showing how teachers and school divisions might present to students in a logical and effective
manner information that has been aligned with the Standards of Learning.  School divisions that need assistance in developing curricula
aligned with the Standards of Learning are encouraged to consider the sample scope and sequence guides. Teachers who use the documents
should correlate the content identified in the guides with available instructional resources and develop lesson plans to support instruction.

Copies of the sample scope and sequence guides are available at http://www.pen.k12.va.us/VDOE/Instruction/sol.html in both PDF and
Microsoft Word formats. These materials are copyrighted, and all rights are reserved.  Reproduction of these materials for instructional
purposes in Virginia classrooms is permitted.
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Introduction

An English program works most successfully when students engage in a variety of interrelated language activities. Students should study
language processes to become skillful readers, speakers, listeners, writers, and viewers. They should study language to understand its
structure and vitality and to acquire the skills to communicate effectively and confidently. They should study literature of many cultures and
genres to appreciate its aesthetic value; to discover its universality; and to investigate personal, social, and consumer issues.

This document is meant as a general guide to help teachers and schools frame a curriculum that incorporates the fundamentals of language,
literature, and process, and to provide a correlation of those fundamentals to the Virginia Standards of Learning. Because the development of
language skills is not a linear process, this scope and sequence of knowledge, skills, and processes is not intended to be taught in a sequential
manner. Therefore, each organizing topic will be emphasized many times throughout the year as the focus of instruction changes.

The sample scope and sequence document is organized around specific topics and includes correlations to the English Standards of Learning,
as well as ideas for assessments and resources. Organizational topics include oral language, reading, literature, writing, grammar, vocabulary,
and research and technology. The guide is not intended as a script for either instruction or curriculum development, but it will provide
teachers and curriculum developers a beginning point for building their instruction.

This document serves as a complement to the valuable English resources available to all teachers throughout the commonwealth: the CD-
ROM NCS Mentor for Virginia and English Standards of Learning Teacher Resource Guide Grades 9-12.
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Overview of the English 10 Standards of Learning Sample Scope and Sequence

Organizing Topics Related Standards of Learning
Oral Language

Lead small group oral discussions 10.1a
Participate in group presentations 10.1b-c
Use feedback to revise presentations 10.2a-b
Self-evaluate group performance 10.2a-b
Critique oral presentations 10.2a-b

Reading Process
Identify text structures for reading 10.3a-d
Apply strategies to aid reading 10.3a-d

Literature/Informational Text
Learn how literary themes and genres cross cultures and time
periods

10.3a-c

Learn terms appropriate to literary analysis 10.3c-d, 10.5a-c, 10.6a-c
Learn techniques of propaganda in advertising 10.4a-e
Learn terms appropriate to literary analysis 10.4a-d

Writing
Write exposition to focus on theme in literature 10.7a-f, 10.9a-b
Write in a technical format 10.7a-g
Use a process for writing 10.7a-g
Use writing to learn strategies 10.7a-g, 10.8a-d

Grammar
Use conventions of language 10.7f

Vocabulary
Learn specialized vocabulary 10.4a-e

Research and Technology
Access, organize, and present information as part of a class
presentation

10.10a-c

Apply standards for documenting sources 10.10b
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Oral Language
Oral language at Grade 10 focuses on students’ developing a more critical stance toward their own oral interactions and those of their
classmates.  Students will apply evaluative criteria to individual and group presentations.
• Lead small group oral discussions
• Participate in group presentations
• Use feedback to revise presentations
• Self-evaluate group performance
• Critique oral presentations

Organizing
Topic

Essential Knowledge, Skills, or Processes Related
SOL

Sample Classroom
Assessment Methods

Sample Resources

Lead small
group oral
discussions

Serve as group leaders, solicit input from
others, and appoint recorders and reporters.

10.1a Teacher observation

Participate in
group
presentations

Serve as group members to research, prepare,
and present information as part of a group
presentation.

10.1b-c Teacher observation

Use feedback to
revise
presentations

Revise presentations and plan future
presentations based on formal and informal
evaluations from teacher and students.

10.2a-b Teacher observation
Feedback forms

Self-evaluate
group
performance

Evaluate individual and group performances
using rubrics and response forms.

10.2a-b Teacher observation
Rubrics

Critique oral
presentations

Provide formal and informal evaluations of
class presentations.

10.2a-b Teacher observation
Feedback forms

• English Standards of
Learning Teacher Resource
Guide
http://www.pen.k12.va.us/V
DOE/Instruction/eng_resourc
e.html
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Reading Process
Reading process at Grade 10 focuses on students’ using the structure of the text to help them understand the content. In addition, students
will improve their ability to monitor and self-correct their reading comprehension.
• Identify text structures for reading
• Apply strategies to aid reading

Organizing
Topic

Essential Knowledge, Skills, or Processes Related
SOL

Sample Classroom
Assessment Methods

Sample Resources

Identify text
structures for
reading

Identify narrative, poetic, expository, and
dramatic text structures as an aid to reading.

10.3a-d Reading logs
Writing logs

Use before-reading strategies, such as
discussions, brainstorming predictions,
mapping, and prior knowledge.

10.3a-d Teacher observation
Reading logs

Use during-reading strategies, such as re-
reading, tracking main ideas and supporting
details, using text structures and formats,
writing to learn, interpreting images and
ideas.

10.3a-d Teacher observation

Apply strategies
to aid reading
comprehension

Use after-reading strategies, such as
summary, connecting ideas with experience,
comparing other texts and art forms.

10.3a-d Teacher observation
Discussions

• English Standards of
Learning Teacher Resource
Guide
http://www.pen.k12.va.us/V
DOE/Instruction/eng_resourc
e.html

• Teaching Reading in the
Content Areas: A Resource
Notebook for Reading
Instruction in Content
Classes

• English Standards of
Learning Test Blueprints

• English Standards of
Learning Released Test
Items
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Literature/Informational Text
The focus of literature at Grade 10 is for students to understand the universality of human experience as it appears in literature across
cultures and time periods.  In addition, students will learn how advertisers package information in a variety of media to influence
consumers.
• Learn how literary themes and genres cross cultures and time periods
• Learn terms appropriate to literary analysis
• Learn techniques of propaganda in advertising
• Learn terms appropriate to literary analysis

Organizing
Topic

Essential Knowledge, Skills, or Processes Related
SOL

Sample Classroom
Assessment Methods

Sample Resources

Read a variety of literature that reflects
common themes, such as power of love,
coming of age, or good overcoming evil.

10.3a-b Teacher observation
Assignments
Quizzes
Tests

Learn how
literary themes
and genres
cross cultures
and time
periods

Read short stories, poems, plays, novels, and
essays from various cultures.

10.3a-c Teacher observation
Assignments
Quizzes
Tests

Study poetic forms, such as haiku, sonnets,
fables, and myths and their poetic elements,
such as alliteration, rhyme, and meter.

10.5a-c Teacher observation
Assignments
Quizzes
Tests

Learn terms
appropriate to
literary analysis

Study elements of drama, including asides,
dialogue, and special effects, and relate them
to other genre studies.

10.6a-c Quizzes
Discussion
Tests

• English Standards of
Learning Teacher Resource
Guide
http://www.pen.k12.va.us/V
DOE/Instruction/eng_resourc
e.html

• English Standards of
Learning Test Blueprints

• English Standards of
Learning Released Test
Items
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Organizing
Topic

Essential Knowledge, Skills, or Processes Related
SOL

Sample Classroom
Assessment Methods

Sample Resources

Study archetypal images, such as the hero, the
rebel, and the innocent.

10.3c-d Writing assignments
Quizzes
Tests

Learn terms
appropriate to
literary analysis

(continued)
Study the language of literary genre and
analysis, such as figurative language (simile,
metaphor, etc.), text structures (narration,
exposition, etc.), theme, tone, dialogue, point
of view, persona.

10.5a-b Discussions
Quizzes
Tests

Learn
techniques of
propaganda in
advertising

Study advertising techniques, such as using
famous people, appealing to emotions,
reflecting social and humanitarian values,
providing solutions.

10.4a-e Quizzes
Tests

Read a variety of consumer materials to locate
and analyze information, focusing on legal
and safety information.

10.4a-d Discussion
Quizzes
Tests

Read
information and
consumer
materials

Study formatting techniques of technical
writing, such as parallel language structure
and graphics.

10.4d Discussion
Quizzes
Tests
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Writing
Writing at Grade 10 focuses on students’ writing informatively about literature. In addition, students will write in a technical format to
present consumer information. Students will use a process for writing to draft and revise writing. They will use writing to learn as a basis
for learning content and for developing pieces of writing.
• Write exposition to focus on theme in literature
• Write in a technical format
• Use a process for writing
• Use writing to learn strategies

Organizing
Topic

Essential Knowledge, Skills, or Processes Related
SOL

Sample Classroom
Assessment Methods

Sample Resources

Write
exposition to
focus on theme
in literature

Write summaries, essays, and reports that
focus on literary elements of the genre, such
as theme or character.

10.7a-f
10.9a-b

Writing assignments
Rubrics

Write in a
technical format

Write technical/informational pieces, such as
directions, “how-to” descriptions, and
bulleted lists in parallel structure.

10.7a-g Writing assignments
Rubrics

Prewrite, draft, revise, and edit writing in
relation to purpose, audience, form, and
degree of formality required.

10.7a-g Teacher observation
Writing assignments
Rubrics

Use a process
for writing

Conference with peers and teacher throughout
the writing process.

10.7 Teacher observation

• English Standards of
Learning Teacher Resource
Guide
http://www.pen.k12.va.us/V
DOE/Instruction/eng_resourc
e.html

• NCS Mentor for Virginia

• The Virginia SOL Writing
Tests: A Teacher's Resource
Notebook
http://www.pen.k12.va.us/V
DOE/Instruction/English/wri
ting/
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Organizing
Topic

Essential Knowledge, Skills, or Processes Related
SOL

Sample Classroom
Assessment Methods

Sample Resources

Keep logs and notebooks to record ideas,
write summaries, freewrite, draft ideas, etc.

10.7a Teacher observation

Focus on the domains of composing, written
expression, and usage/mechanics while
revising writing.

10.7a-g Writing assignments
Rubrics

Study and apply conventional organizational
patterns, such as deduction and induction
development as well as chronology,
comparison/contrast, and order of importance.

10.7d Writing assignments
Rubrics

Use writing to
learn strategies

Analyze the writing of others. 10.8a-d Teacher observation
Discussion

• English Standards of
Learning Test Blueprints

• English Standards of
Learning Released Test
Items
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Grammar
Grade 10 grammar focuses on students’ reviewing basic grammar conventions at the level of the paragraph and multi-paragraph writing. In
addition, students will study the grammar of technical and business writing forms.
• Use conventions of language

Organizing
Topic

Essential Knowledge, Skills, or Processes Related
SOL

Sample Classroom
Assessment Methods

Sample Resources

Use
conventions of
language

Students are expected to review and use
correctly:

• parts of speech
• sentence patterns: coordination and

subordination
• phrases and clauses with an emphasis on

participial phrases and restrictive and
nonrestrictive clauses

• active and passive voice with consistent
point of view

• subject-verb agreement and consistent
tense

• pronoun-antecedent agreement with an
emphasis on indefinite pronouns

• colons, semicolons, and commas
• editing writing for dangling modifiers,

consistent tense and point of view, and
adjective/adverb usage.

10.7f Writing assignments
Rubrics

• English Standards of
Learning Teacher Resource
Guide
http://www.pen.k12.va.us/V
DOE/Instruction/eng_resourc
e.html

• NCS Mentor for Virginia

• The Virginia SOL Writing
Tests: A Teacher's Resource
Notebook
http://www.pen.k12.va.us/V
DOE/Instruction/English/wri
ting/

• English Standards of
Learning Test Blueprints

• English Standards of
Learning Released Test
Items



English 10 Standards of Learning Sample Scope and Sequence

Virginia Department of Education English 10
8

Vocabulary
Vocabulary study at Grade 10 focuses on students’ learning specialized language associated with technical writing and developing their
personal and reading vocabularies.
• Learn specialized vocabulary

Organizing
Topic

Essential Knowledge, Skills, or Processes Related
SOL

Sample Classroom
Assessment Methods

Sample Resources

Learn
specialized
vocabulary

Study vocabulary unique to each discipline,
e.g., science, history, mathematics,
technology, and the arts.

10.4a-e Writing assignments
Rubrics

• English Standards of
Learning Teacher Resource
Guide
http://www.pen.k12.va.us/V
DOE/Instruction/eng_resourc
e.html

• Wordsalive Acquisition
http://www.pen.k12.va.us/V
DOE/Instruction/Reading/mr
eading.html
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Research and Technology
Research and technology study at Grade 10 focuses on students’ applying the conventions of documenting primary and secondary sources.
• Access, organize, and present information as part of a class presentation
• Apply standards for documenting sources

Organizing
Topic

Essential Knowledge, Skills, or Processes Related
SOL

Sample Classroom
Assessment Methods

Sample Resources

Research a topic, organize information, and
prepare a presentation for the class using
available technology.

10.10a-c Writing assignments
Rubrics

Access,
organize, and
present
information as
part of a class
presentation

Select and organize information from a
variety of sources.

10.10a Writing assignments
Rubrics

Apply standards
for
documenting
sources

Use appropriate documentation to cite
sources.

10.10b Writing assignments
Rubrics

• English Standards of
Learning Teacher Resource
Guide
http://www.pen.k12.va.us/V
DOE/Instruction/eng_resourc
e.html

• NCS Mentor for Virginia

• English Standards of
Learning Test Blueprints

• English Standards of
Learning Released Test
Items


